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Cleveland Daily Banner recognizes 
inaugural 20 Under 40 honorees

From STAFF REPORTS

In an eff ort to recognize and honor 
local residents for their contributions 
to the community, the Cleveland Daily 
Banner introduces its inaugural class 
of 20 Under 40 honorees.

According to Cleveland Daily Banner 
Publisher Ralph Baldwin, this special 
section is designed “to recognize indi-
viduals who are overachievers, work-
ing every day to inspire the commu-
nity, helping lead the local workforce, 
and striving to give back.”

“We asked the community to nom-
inate the people who inspire them 
and who make Cleveland and Bradley 
County a better place to live, work and 
raise a family,” Baldwin said. “And the 
community came through, nominat-
ing more than two dozen people for 
consideration.”

Among the 2020 honoress are local 

healthcare professionals, business 
leaders, educators, construction and 
development professionals, entrepre-
neurs, utilities and fi nancial leaders, 
and those who work with nonprofi t 
organizations.

“This inaugural class of 20 Under 40  
honorees is an impressive group,” said 
Cleveland Daily Banner Advertising 
Director Sheena Meyer. “They not only 
give their time and dedication to their 
professions, but also to the community 
through civic involvement and volun-
teer eff orts.”

Baldwin said the community is 
stronger and better thanks to the 
contributions of the 20 Under 40 
honorees.

“We here at the Banner are im-
pressed with the quality and caliber of 
people who make up the 2020 honoree 
class,” Baldwin said. “We congratulate 
them and thank them for their eff orts.”

The Cleveland Daily Banner’s 20 Under 40 honorees • Class of 2020

Blake Allison Ben Berry Chris Berry Bonnie Elliott 
Cretton
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Congratulations 
Stephanie!

We are so proud of you and 
wish you continuous success.

From: Your family, friends, 
employees, and Warner

Calhoun United Methodist Church 
Congratulates 

Stephanie McCamish Haynie 
on being recognized in 

The Cleveland Daily Banner’s 20 under 40.

Stephanie McCamish Haynie • Age 39
Owner • Rouge Beauty Lounge & Small Town Girl Boutique

Business owner/operator Stephanie 
McCamish Haynie has made a name for 
herself in the world of style.

Haynie owns and operates Rouge Beauty 
Lounge and the Small Girl Boutique. Deter-
mination and grit have turned the ventures 
into highly successful operations. She has 
operated the salon for nearly a decade and 
the boutique for fi ve years. 

Haynie has been honored multiple times 
in the Cleveland Daily Banner’s Best of the 
Best reader poll with both businesses over 
the past several years.

Before opening her shop in Cleveland, 
Haynie worked in Murfreesboro for nearly 
a decade, styling hair in a high profi le 
venue. She assisted with cutting, styling, 
and advised numerous A-list clients around 
the Nashville area. She also cut the hair of a 
couple famous NASCAR drivers during her 
time in Middle Tennessee and has worked 
behind the scenes of the fi lming of a televi-
sion pilot, helping with hair and makeup. 
Haynie has put forth the extra eff ort to earn 
additional credentials and certifi cations 
beyond the normal cosmetology license.

Haynie is a past member of Junior Aux-
iliary of Cleveland and is still very involved 
with donations related to its bi-annual 
fundraiser. She is also a member of Cal-
houn United Methodist Church, where she 
serves on the Events Planning Committee. 
She has been a supporter of Women at the 
Well and has hosted Prom Promise at her 
salon, donating all services and supplies to 
help make prom a special time for young 
ladies.  

In addition, the Children’s Advocacy 
Center is very important to Haynie, and she 
makes sure a child has a great Christmas 
each year, giving anonymously.

Haynie challenges herself and steps out 
of the norm to make a living and “do her 
own thing.” Running just one successful 
business can be more than diffi  cult, but she 
excels in running two venues while taking 
care of her personal clients and accommo-
dating their schedules. 

Haynie does all this while being happily 
married to Geoff rey Haynie and raising 
son Warner, 1-1/2. She is also stepmom to 
Weston.

However, there have been other challeng-
es to overcome.

Haynie was involved in a life threatening 
car accident in 2013, enduring multiple 
broken bones in her legs. She was wheel-
chair-bound from September 2013 through 
January 2014; from January through 
March of 2014 she required the use of a 
walker. 

Since that time, Haynie has healed and 
overcome. One would never know the pain 
and suff ering she has endured on her road 
to recovery. This accident did not defi ne 
her — she rose up and continued with her 
business and family visions.

Haynie is greatly admired by her pro-
fessional peers, clients and employees. She 
has mentored and inspired other young 
professionals in her fi eld to build a clientele 
and provide the best service. She has also 
inspired others and helped them “do their 
own thing.”

Haynie grew up in Calhoun and is a 1999 
graduate of McMinn County High School.  
She is the daughter of Vickie McCamish 
and the late Cliff  McCamish.
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Congratulations 
Ben Berry and Chris Berry 

of Berry Engineers, LLC
Keep up the good work!

The City of Cleveland Planning 
Commission wants to congratulate 

Ben Berry 
and 

Blake Allison
 on their 20 Under 40 recognition. 
We also want to say Thank You for 

all your hard-work and service to the 
City of Cleveland.

Brothers Ben and Chris Berry have 
built careers while working side by side.

The Berrys grew up in Cleveland “and 
have worked together nearly our whole 
lives,” Ben said.

Industrious from an early age, as a 
high schooler Ben started a mowing 
and landscaping business and Chris 
worked with him until he moved to 
Cookeville to attend Tennessee Techno-
logical University.

Currently they are partners at Berry 
Engineers LLC, a civil engineering fi rm 
in Cleveland “so it is diffi  cult to separate 
our professional achievements and even 
some of our community contributions,” 
Ben said.

The Berrys started their company in 
2013, focusing on design of commercial 
and residential development. 

“The company consists of four civil 
engineers, including ourselves,” Ben 
said. “Our projects span over 12 states, 
mostly in the Southeast.”

Smaller projects include Family 

Dollar Stores in Texas, car washes in 
Florida, O’Reilly Auto Parts in North 
Carolina, Dollar General in northeast 
Tennessee, and Walmart Neighborhood 
markets in Georgia and Chattanooga. 

Larger projects include shopping cen-
ters in Alabama, apartment complexes 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, Fort 
Myers, Florida, and downtown Chatta-
nooga (Cameron Harbor and Bluebird 
Row at the Choo Choo).  

“Locally, I was the design engineer for 
Amazon in Charleston, Hampton Inn, 
Holiday Inn, the new Erlanger offi  ces at 
Paul Huff  and Village Green, Riverstone 
Wine, Spirits & Brew, and numerous 
residential projects, just to name a few,” 
said Ben, a member of the Cleveland 
Planning Commission.

In addition, Chris was head of a 
Vision 2030 committee for the city of 
Cleveland last year.

Both Ben and Chris have been recip-
ients of the General Robert Neyland 
Young Engineer of the Year Award 

presented by the Tennessee Society of 
Professional Engineers. Ben was hon-
ored in 2010 and Chris in 2015, with 
presentations given during Chattanoo-
ga Engineers’ Week awards banquets.

Their parents are Kent and Susan 
Berry.

Ben earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Civil Engineering from the University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga in 2004.

“My wife and I grew up in Cleve-
land and started dating in high school 
(Cleveland High),” Ben said. “We have 
both had a strong desire to stay close to 
our families and just love the commu-
nity.”

Ben travels both for business and 
leisure, with his wife, Kristen.

“Each time we come back, we say 
something similar to, ‘That was fun, 
but it feels good to be home,’” he said. 
“Cleveland is home for us.”

Ben and Kristen are parents to Blake 
(9) and Knox (3), with a daughter due in 
November.

Ben Berry • Age 38
Partner • Berry Engineers LLC

Congratulations 
to the Cleveland Daily 

Banner’s inaugural 
20 Under 40 honorees!
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Chris Berry • Age 34
Partner • Berry Engineers LLC

Chris earned both his Bachelor’s 
degree in Civil Engineering (2008) 
and Masters in Traffi  c Engineering 
(2009) from Tennessee Techno-
logical University. He has been a 
member of the Institute of Trans-
portation Engineers since 2010, and 
holds Professional Traffi  c Opera-
tions Engineer (PTOE) and Traffi  c 
Signal Operations Specialist (TSOS) 
certifi cations.

Chris and his wife, Cara, are par-
ents to Paxton (11), Parker (7) and 
Emmarie (2).

“Cara and I are both from Cleve-
land, but in 2009 we started our 
family and my career in Nashville 
(Titan Up!),” Chris said. “We lived 
there for several years and loved 
many things about our time in 
Nashville. However, it became 
evident to us that a move back to 
Cleveland was just a matter of time. 

“The desire to start a business 
with my brother, the proximity of 

family, the lower cost of living, and 
the great schools for our children 
were a combination too appealing 
for us to ignore,” he added. “Since 
2012, we have been back in Cleve-
land and we continue to love our 
Lakewood neighborhood friends 
and North Cleveland Baptist 
Church.  

“In the summer of COVID, our 
family has depended on our time 
swimming and golfi ng at the Cleve-
land Country Club to maintain 
sanity,” Chris said. “We are also 
grateful for the many local chari-
table organizations that serve and 
improve our community” includ-
ing Family Promise, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, Project Free2Fly 
and The Caring Place.

The brothers are both active in 
their respective churches: Ben is a 
member of First Baptist Church and 
Chris is a deacon at North Cleveland 
Baptist.

Bonnie Cretton • Age 35
Founder/Executive Director • Woodsong Forest School

Bonnie Cretton has long been in service 
to her community as a volunteer and 
organizer.

In 2018, she founded Woodsong Forest 
School and serves as its executive director. 
The 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organization is 
located at Johnston Woods, in Cleveland. 
Woodsong seeks to nurture the holistic 
growth of children through play-based 
learning in the natural world. 

Prior to founding Woodsong, Cretton 
was a public school educator in Bradley 
County Schools for several years and brief-
ly taught at Lee University as an adjunct 
professor and supervised student teachers.

In addition to leading multiple volunteer 
projects at Woodsong each year, Cretton 
serves on her church’s leadership advisory 
council. She also serves on the board of di-
rectors for the Delta Zeta Tau Alumni As-
sociation at Lee. Formerly, Cretton served 
on the board of directors for the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes of the Ocoee 
Region. She has enjoyed building and 
promoting a healthy community through 
teaching yoga at Studio 22 in downtown 

Cleveland for the last four years. 
Cretton is a passionate leader in edu-

cation. She dreamed of starting a school 
that embodied the things she was most 
passionate about such as a child-centered 
approach to education, the exploration of 
nature, and the building of a more kind 
and compassionate world. This dream 
was brought to fruition when she created 
Woodsong. She is an innovator, bring-
ing an exciting and engaging form of 
child-centered and play-based learning to 
our community. An advocate for outdoors 
exploration, she helps her students foster 
deep connections to nature and lifelong 
conservation. Cretton is also cultivat-
ing healthy children in our community 
through planting seeds of kindness, 
curiosity and creativity in a nature-based 
learning environment. 

Cretton was recently recruited to be a 
consultant for the Forest School Teacher 
Institute, a global nature-based educator 
training program. In 2019 and 2020, she 
was selected to present at the Southern 
Environmental Educators Conference and 

the Natural Start Conference (a national 
association of forest schools).

In 2018, she was honored as Alumni of 
the Year by the Delta Zeta Tau Alumni As-
sociation at Lee’s Centennial Homecoming 
celebration. 

While teaching at Bradley Central High 
School, Cretton took students from her 
Global Perspectives class to Italy and 
Greece and helped them initiate various 
service projects in the Cleveland commu-
nity. She sponsored FCA and mentored 
many students through that organization. 
Cretton also sponsored Invisible Children, 
a student-led organization that raised 
enough money to build a dormitory for 
students in Northern Uganda. 

From 2011-2013, she and her husband, 
Chris (a teacher at Ocoee Middle School), 
were selected to participate in a Teacher 
Exchange Program in Northern Uganda. 

Bonnie and Chris have been raft guides 
on the Ocoee River for the last 15 years. 
Together they love fl y fi shing, camping and 
hiking with their two little girls, Cora and 
Wren. 

20
40
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Property Law | Deeds | Estate Planning | Bankruptcy

Call us for a confidential consultation
• Divorce/Separation

• Adoption

• Custody

• Criminal Defense

• Wills

• Probate

3910 N. Ocoee St., Cleveland, TN 37312 • (423) 829-1429 • andrewbmorgan.com

The staff at the Law Offices of 

Andrew B. Morgan wishes to 

congratulate Andrew and thank him 

for everything he does for his com-

munity, his clients, and his staff. It is 

truly a pleasure to be a part of the 

Law Offices of Andrew B. Morgan

CONGRATULATIONS 
Dr. Hunter McCord!

From the staff of 
Ocoee Oral Surgery and Dr. Paul McCord.

Dr. Hunter McCord • Age 38
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon • Ocoee Oral Surgery

Dr. Hunter McCord didn’t just move 
back home seven years ago to go into 
the “family business,” but also to give 
back to the Cleveland community where 
he grew up.

Returning to town in 2013, he and 
his father, Dr. Paul McCord, formed the 
Ocoee Oral Surgery practice.

With a combined 44 years of experi-
ence, both are proud to be the only Board 
certifi ed oral & maxillofacial surgeons 
serving exclusively in the Bradley County 
area full time. 

After attending George R. Stuart Ele-
mentary, McCord went to The McCallie 
School in Chattanooga before earning his 
B.S. in biology at Lee University.

He then attended dental school at the 
University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center in Memphis before a one-year 
internship at the Head & Neck Cancer 
Clinic at Carle Foundation Hospital in 
Urbana, Illinois. He moved to Washing-
ton, D.C., to complete his formal surgical 
training at Howard University Hospital. 

During his time in the nation’s capitol, 

McCord completed rotations in plas-
tic surgery, internal medicine, general 
surgery, otolaryngology, and emergency 
medicine, resulting in a very well-round-
ed background and deeper understand-
ing of medicine. 

He also completed his anesthesia train-
ing at the Washington, D.C., VA Hospital, 
and his pediatric anesthesia training at 
Children’s National Hospital, making him 
one of fewer than 25% of all oral surgeons 
to also be certifi ed in anesthesiology.

The younger Dr. McCord has been 
Head of the Department of Dentistry and 
Chief of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery at 
Tennova Hospital since 2015.

He is also involved with the Karis 
Dental Clinic, which was founded in 2013 
as a result of eff orts by The Caring Place 
and the United Way of the Ocoee Region 
to address the unmet need of adult dental 
care in Bradley County.

Also volunteering in RAM (Remote 
Area Medical) clinic’s “free dental days,” 
McCord has donated his time and skills 
through the charitable eff orts over the 

past four years.
He was also helped to start the the Mc-

Cord Family Scholarship, which supports 
any student from Bradley, Polk or Meigs 
counties in attending dental school. Mc-
Cord is also president of the Ocoee Study 
Club for local dentists.   

Along with his work, the 38-year-old 
also stays engaged in the community 
through his involvement with various 
organizations and charities. 

A member of the Rotary Club of 
Cleveland and past board member of the 
Museum Center at 5ive Points, he helped 
organize a silent auction to benefi t a local 
literacy campaign.

He and his wife, Mary Catherine, along 
with sons Henry and Jack, are also in-
volved at Broad Street United Methodist 
and St. Therese Catholic Church.

Whether from a professional or char-
itable standpoint, McCord has always 
been involved in whatever community he 
is a part of and returned home to use his 
energy helping to improve the lives of the 
people and the place he grew up loving.



www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, August 23, 2020—7

Dr. Matt Workman • Age 29
Pediatrician • Peerless Pediatrics

Dr. Matt Workman not only takes care 
of children’s health at his pediatrics offi  ce, 
he is a community servant who has accom-
plished many goals during his time as a 
doctor.

“I wanted to help people, which is kind 
of the go-to-all-the-time answer,” he said 
about choosing medicine. “I grew up in an 
area here that had opportunities to help 
other people and do other things. I felt like 
it was the best opportunity to help others.”

Workman’s natural sense of humor and 
easy laugh makes is easy to see why he 
chose pediatrics as his profession.

“Kids are the best. They are by far the 
most fun and I absolutely fell in love with 
pediatrics in medical school,” he said with 
a large smile. “It’s a lot more fun to work 
with kids. Kids keep you young, also.”

Workman worked at Camp Ocoee 
during his undergraduate years and has 
always worked with and around children. 

“I absolutely loved it,” he said.
He graduated from East Tennessee State 

University’s Quillen College of Medicine 
in 2017, also earning a Master’s of Public 

Health degree. He did his residency at 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital in pediatrics.

He has long been involved with the 
Good Samaritan Free Clinic and devel-
oped and helped start the Just Care Free 
Clinic. 

“The Good Samaritan Free Clinic was 
something I worked with mostly during 
my time at Lee … it was essentially de-
signed as a stop-gap solution for people 
who didn’t have access or any other way 
to get a primary care physician,” he ex-
plained.

Workman used the Good Samaritan 
model to form the Just Care Free Clinic in 
Mountain City. 

“That one is built more around the 
idea of how to provide primary care to a 
population that doesn’t have access, that is 
getting care from emergency departments 
or urgent care centers,” he explained. “It is 
still there and going strong.”

Workman is a Fellow of the National 
Rural Health Association and has been 
honored with the Betty Lowe MD Award 
and the John Snow Student Achievement 

Award. He also received high regard with 
the Excellence in Child Advocacy Award.

Workman began his scholastic career 
at North Lee Elementary School and 
followed up at Ocoee Middle and Walker 
Valley, where he graduated in 2008 before 
earning his degree from Lee University. 
He moved on to ETSU before returning 
home to join Peerless Pediatrics.

Looking to the future, Workman said he 
wants to be here.

“It’s so nice to be back home and work-
ing with the kids and people in the area 
I grew up with. In 10, 15, 20 years I hope 
the kids I see right now who are just being 
born, I hope I get the opportunities to 
see them grow up,” he said. “I also want 
to continue to work in population health, 
that’s probably the next big step. We’re all 
trying to branch out a little bit.”

Workman plans to use his public health 
background to help improve the overall 
health of kids in Cleveland and Bradley 
County. 

He and his wife, Melody, are parents to 
4-year-old Every and 1-year-old William. 

Andrew B. Morgan • Age 37
Managing Attorney/Owner • Law Offi  ces of Andrew B. Morgan

Although Andrew B. Morgan’s primary 
occupation is attorney, he is also involved 
in other business enterprises.

He is managing attorney and owner 
of The Law Offi  ces of Andrew B. Mor-
gan, managing partner and owner of of 
Chatata Acres LLC and partner/owner of 
Tri-Star Tax Preparation LLC. 

His law offi  ce off ers clients assistance 
with wills, divorce, bankruptcy, child 
support, criminal defense, property 
deeds, custody, contracts, civil matters, 
adoption, and tax preparation services.

Growing up on a dairy farm in Charles-
ton, Morgan learned how to work hard 
and developed an understanding of work 
ethic, compassion, commitment and 
responsibility. When he opened his law 
offi  ce in 2016, Morgan used those qual-
ities to turn his one-man practice into a 
fi rm that now boasts eight employees.

“I got tired of working for a living, 
that’s basically it. I decided I wanted to 
fi nd a job that paid a little bit better and 
had air conditioning,” Morgan said with 
a chuckle. “I helped my dad milk cows, 

mow hay, build fences and all that. I 
helped my mom at Bradley Interiors do-
ing interior decorating. I would spend all 
day helping one of them and my nights 
milking cows.”

Though he never intended to go to law 
school and had settled in at an insur-
ance company after graduating from 
UT, some friends attending Memphis 
University talked Morgan into taking the 
Law School Admissions Test (LSAT).  He 
began practicing law in 2008.

Morgan is a member of the National 
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy At-
torneys, American Bankruptcy Institute, 
Ocoee Regional Builder’s Association, 
Candies Creek Academy School Board 
and Habitat for Humanity Cleveland 
Board of Directors.

He served as vice president of the 
Bradley County Bar Association in 2016-
2017 and president in 2017-2018. He is 
an interviewer for the Tennessee Board 
of Law Examiners, former treasurer of 
the Bradley County Republican Party 
and former chairman of Bradley County 

Young Republicans.
Morgan also sponsors numerous 

community groups including schools, 
children’s sports teams and other causes.

While a senior at Bradley Central, Mor-
gan was also enrolled at Cleveland State 
Community College — where he was a 
member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society —  and received an associate’s de-
gree along with his high school diploma.

Morgan earned his Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science in 2003, from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Knoxville. While 
there, he participated in the Legislative 
Internship Program, the Golden Key 
National Honor Society and received the 
Bicentennial Scholarship and the Alumni 
Achievement Scholarship. He graduat-
ed with a Juris Doctorate from Cecil C. 
Humphries School of law in 2007, at the 
University of Memphis.

Morgan’s future plans include running 
for civil sessions juvenile judge in two 
years and to expand his law offi  ces. 

“I’ve got a lot of ideas, I just need a little 
time to tackle them all,” he said.
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Congratulations Blake Allison,
ORBA’s 2019 Builder of the Year. 

Ocoee Regional Builders Association
1605 Lois Street, Cleveland TN • 423-667-5760 • orbatn.com

Thank you 
for all your 

hard-work and 
commitment to 
the community 

we love!

423-650-9818

Congratulations to one of our own!
Blake Allison

CALL TODAY 667-5760
Charlotte Peak & Keith Jones     charlotte@kaceproperties.com

Blake Allison
We appreciate all you do, your hard work doesn’t go unnoticed

Congratulations, Sara!
You are a generous, influential 

force that makes the world a better, 

kinder, and more abundant place. 

We couldn't be more proud of who you are! 

Love, Dad and Mom
Sam and Patty Stallings

Blake Allison • Age 29
Co-Owner • Epperson Allison Homes LLC

Blake Allison is a young man on the 
move. In just four short years after 
becoming a building contractor, he 
became co-owner of Epperson Allison 
Homes LLC. He currently serves as 
the Ocoee Region Builders Associa-
tion, serves on the City of Cleveland 
Planning Commission and was named 
Builder of the Year in 2019. 

Allison led the build for a new home 
for City Fields, a non-profi t communi-
ty development corporation, and the 
Civitan Club restroom. He will lead the 
new Isaiah 117 House build in Bradley 
County — the facility will also serve 
Polk County — in concert with Epper-
son Allison Homes and is hoping for 
completion in 2021.

“That’s going to be an awesome orga-
nization for the foster kids in the area,” 
said Allison of the Isaiah 117 House. 
“The Isaiah 117 House is something 
I’m really excited about. I would urge 
everyone to go to the Isaiah House 
website, Isaiah117house.com. It (the 
house) will be a temporary respite care 

for children when they get taken out of 
their homes.” 

Allison is hoping to work with 
vendors and contractors to build 
the House at little to no cost to the 
non-profi t.

Allison is currently working to be-
come a real estate investor and devel-
oper in the Cleveland area and is more 
than willing to volunteer with help for 
the under privileged. 

He has, so far, been involved in the 
construction of four subdivisions in 
Cleveland and will soon begin work on 
two more  — Brookmore and Cree-
kwood — consisting of 68 and 32 lots. 

“We have two subdivisions coming 
up here in Cleveland near the Cumber-
land Hills area. We’re fi nishing up with 
Stone Creek (63 lots). We will be fi n-
ished with that in a couple of months 
and will be moving on. Brookmore 
will be similar to Stone Creek. With 
Creekwood we are envisioning kind of 
a mix between Lakewood and Moun-
tain Point,” he pointed out. “They have 

passed the preliminary plats and some 
of the fi nal platting at the city. We are 
looking forward to helping meet some 
of the housing needs of the area.”

Allison and his family relocated to 
Bradley County in 2007 when his fa-
ther was transferred from the Maytag 
— now Whirlpool — facility in Newton, 
Iowa. 

“Our focus right now is raising a 
family and growing our business. This 
will be our largest year yet as far as 
home sales and builds,” he acknowl-
edged. “We are growing the custom 
side and also the development side. We 
are really looking forward to these next 
two subdivisions and getting a great 
quality house for a phenomenally fair 
price.” 

Allison is a 2009 graduate of Cleve-
land High School and earned his civil 
engineering degree at Tennessee Tech 
in 2013. He and his wife, Brooke Ep-
person Allison, have one son, Beckett 
— who will soon be 1 year old — and at-
tend Rock Bridge Community Church.
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“Do not follow where the path may lead. Go, instead, 
where there is no path and leave a trail.”  

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

Extends Sincere Congratulations 
To Our Trailblazer...

Sara Jones, Director of Day Services

Sara Jones • Age 30
Director of Day Services • Life Bridges

As Director of Day Services for Life 
Bridges, Sara Jones is committed to 
empowering people with disabilities.

 Jones began her career as a part-
time employee at Life Bridges in 2011 
as a member of the part-time week-
end residential staff  while attending 
Lee University. 

Since then she has continued to 
work and advance in her career at 
Life Bridges to her current manage-
ment role of providing leadership to a 
staff  of nearly 100 in day services.

During her time with Life Care, 
Jones has developed training pro-
grams that have increased pro-
fessionalism in the fi eld of Direct 
Support Professionals to help her 
staff  team develop and succeed in 
their roles.

Jones is also very  involved in com-
munity service as a member of the 
Civitan Club where she has helped 
organize Special Olympics for several 
years. She also actively promotes 
legislation to benefi t people with 

disabilities and is passionate about 
creating meaningful relationships 
between people with disabilities and 
the Cleveland community. 

According to the person who 
nominated Jones for inclusion as a 20 
Under 40 honoree, she has “demon-
strated innovation, leadership and 
commitment to those Life Bridges 
serves and to the employees of Life 
Bridges. 

“She has developed creative 
connections between opportunities 
and specifi c abilities of persons with 
disabilities in ways that serve the 
community and provide develop-
mental opportunities for Life Bridges 
clientele,” the nominator added. “Sara 
is part of making sure this part of 
our community has opportunities to 
contribute to the broader communi-
ty in ways that empower them with 
integrity and respect.”

Jones holds an ACRE certifi cation 
as an employment specialist and 
has attended numerous trainings 

and earned certifi cates in a range of 
topics that benefi t the Life Bridges 
community, such as autism educa-
tion, integrated employment, and 
protection from harm. 

As a lifelong champion for persons 
with disabilities, Jones has used her 
knowledge and skills to advocate for 
and empower persons with disabil-
ities and the staff  who work with 
them. She has also created a positive 
environment for her staff . 

According to the nominator, Jones 
is proud to serve in a fi eld in which 
the staff  doesn’t get a lot of recogni-
tion for their sacrifi cial contributions 
to the people they serve. 

“Although the community is aware 
of Life Bridges’ work, most of the 
staff ’s work is not visible to the pub-
lic, yet they provide a necessary and 
honorable service in our community,” 
the nominator added. “Sara strives 
to promote professional and personal 
development among staff  to express 
value for their work.”
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ATTN: Cleveland / Bradley Chamber of  
Commerce members, the Cleveland Daily Banner 
is excited to announce the third year partnership 
of 
 

The RESOURCE 
                    2020-2021  

 
The RESOURCE 

all in one  easy-to-read digital & print book.  
 
The RESOURCE features:  

Current members by classification 
Additional advertising opportunities  
An outline of member benefits 
Contact information for the Chamber staff                                                                           
and Board of Directors 

 
Articles on Chamber members 
Local services 
Essential relocation information and more 

 

 
Call and reserve 
your advertising 

space today! 
 

Deadline:  
August 28 

 
Call Sheena Meyer or 

Shannon Sayne  
423-472-5041 

 

Matt Holden • Age 33
President/CEO • Bowater Credit Union
Matt Holden began his career at 

Bowater Credit Union after completing 
his Master of Business Administration 
in Finance from the University of Ten-
nessee at Chattanooga.

His analytical abilities and genuine 
desire to help BCU’s members led to his 
being promoted to Financial Projects 
Manager. In 2014, Holden was named 
Branch Manager of the Loan Zone, and 
was promoted to lending vice president 
in 2017; he will continue to serve in that 
capacity through the end of August. 

Holden’s career will take an even 
larger jump on Sept. 2, when he takes 
over as BCU’s next Chief Executive 
Offi  cer.

“It’s an incredible honor to be named 
the next CEO of Bowater Credit Union,” 
Holden said. “I’m very lucky to have 
Denley [Hines, the outgoing President/
CEO] as a friend and mentor. We’ve 
experienced astounding growth under 
his leadership. There was never a task 
too great or too small for him. 

“We have wonderful members and 
staff  that I look forward to continue 
working with to accomplish great things 
for our area in the future,” he added.

Holden is a graduate of Leadership 
Cleveland. He also holds a seat on the 
Executive Committee for TNMIC, the 
Young Professional Association for Ten-
nessee Credit Unions. Holden has previ-
ously served as Chairman for Johnston 
Woods and has been a volunteer tutor 
at The Unity Center.

According to the person who nomi-
nated Holden for inclusion in 20 Under 
40, “Matt is a kind and intelligent per-
son who brings contagious enthusiasm 
to everything he does. His professional 
career is evidence of his talents and en-
ergy. He has an old fashion work ethic 
which he combines with modern ideas.”

Holden is a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land and is a graduate of Cleveland 
High School. He is the proud father of 
his unstoppable 4-year-old son, Mi-
chael.

20
40

under

People to Watch
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Ashlan, we are so proud of 
you! Congratulations and 

hard-work and
commitment,

not only to our
family but the

community we love. 

Cleveland native Ashlan Morelock 
knew from a young age she wanted to 
live here as an adult.

 “I’ve been a lot of diff erent places, 
and I love Cleveland,” Morelock said. 
“The people here are so good, and it’s 
a good place to raise kids.

“It’s not really where I landed, it’s 
where I chose to be,” she added.

Morelock is Donor Engagement 
Coordinator for the United Way of the 
Ocoee Region, a position she has held 
for four years. She also leads the affi  n-
ity group Women United and chairs its 
annual fundraiser. 

Over the years she has also helped 
other organizations in the community, 
including serving as volunteer fund-
raising chairwoman for two Junior 
Auxiliary galas, and as PTO president 
and vice president for Mayfi eld Ele-
mentary School.

She was volunteer coordinator for 
three events at the Museum Center at 
5ive Points, as well as serving as a gala 

committee member and Volunteer 
Board chairwoman at the Museum 
Center. She was previously selected as 
Volunteer of the Year at the Museum 
Center, and although she no longer 
serves in an offi  cial capacity, Morelock 
is a member there.

“I feel like I raised my children 
through their toddler and elementary 
school years at the Museum,” More-
lock said, recalling meetings where 
her children came along with her and 
explored the exhibits.

According to the person who nomi-
nated Morelock as a 20 Under 40 hon-
oree, “Ashlan goes above and beyond 
as a community volunteer. She does a 
fantastic job at the United Way and is 
an excellent fundraiser both profes-
sionally and as a volunteer.”

In addition, Morelock organized 
and developed a community garden 
for First Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, where she and her husband, 
Davis, and their children, Emma Ann 

(11) and Jeff erson (8), are members.
They live on a farm in Bradley 

County and enjoy spending time 
outdoors, especially visiting Parksville 
Lake.

“I spend all of my time with my 
family, by choice,” she said.

Morelock’s parents are from 
Maryville and moved to Bradley 
County in the late 1970s to work in ed-
ucation. She grew up showing Golden 
Retrievers in dog shows all over the 
country, as a hobby.

Morelock met her husband when she 
was 19, and they dated for three years 
before marrying in 2008.

“We just knew that we would stay in 
Cleveland,” she said.

Morelock said she believes there 
are “endless opportunities” for young 
people looking to build their careers 
and raise their families here.

“I just think there’s a lot of opportu-
nity here for professional success and 
growth,” she said.

Ashlan Morelock • Age 34
Donor Engagement Coordinator • United Way of the Ocoee Region
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Jaynese Waddell’s work ethic is no 
secret. Her involvement as Director of 
Community Impact with the United Way 
of the Ocoee Region has opened the door 
to several projects and initiatives she has 
been a part of over the years.

Waddell, along with Lisa Mantooth 
and Matt Ryerson, brought the United 
Way’s AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers 
in Service to America) program to life. 
With only fi ve VISTA members in the 
community at its inception, it currently 
boasts more than 20 and has seen up to 
40 members at a given time over the last 
seven years.

“They have created and organized pro-
grams that have impacted thousands of 
families and individuals throughout our 
community and region,” Waddell said of 
the program. “I am proud to say I wrote 
the fi rst grant proposal and created the 
fi rst process to manage the United Way’s 
AmeriCorps VISTA program.”

Through the program she actively 
participated in assisting more than 50 

households that were aff ected by the 
tornadoes in Polk County in 2016. 

With the help of other UW staff , Wad-
dell was able to help provide seriously 
needed repairs, tree removal, furniture 
replacement and many other necessities.

“Having the opportunity to case man-
age and walk alongside these families in 
what was probably some of the hardest 
days of their lives was a humbling oppor-
tunity,” she said.

Waddell has more recently been 
involved in the development and imple-
mentation of the United Way’s assistance 
hotline, Ocoee Connect, one of the many 
resources to connect people to Cleve-
land Utilities’ donation to the Project 
Round Up fund. This resource has been 
especially helpful since the COVID-19 
pandemic began.

“More than 400 families have been 
assisted with rent and utilities since the 
end of March 2020, many of which had 
never needed any type of assistance 
previously,” she said.

Ocoee Connect call volumes went from 
around 10 to 20 a day to as many as 45 
daily calls during the pandemic. 

“We have had call after call of peo-
ple who have said, ‘I’ve never asked for 
assistance before. I’ve never needed help 
before. I’ve never been in this position 
before …’” Waddell said.

She said many of the calls also came 
from donors of the United Way, work-
ers who have given through the payroll 
deduction program when they get their 
paychecks — and now they’re the ones in 
need of help. 

Waddell has been a Kiwanis Club 
member since 2014 and served as pres-
ident in 2016. She received the Horizon 
Award as an emerging leader in 2013. 

She is an avid outdoors enthusiast 
and has run two half-marathons while 
pregnant. She has hiked more than 300 
miles in the Great Smoky Mountains.

Waddell and her husband, Jon, have 
been married eight years. Their son, 
Jaydon Cooper, is 20 months old.

Jaynese Waddell • Age 31
Director of Community Impact • United Way of the Ocoee Region
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www.directpca.com

Congratulations Stacy! 
We Are Proud to Have 

You On Our Team!
*see website for details:

Stacy Flowers • Age 35
Family Nurse Practitioner • Direct Primary Care Associates

Family Nurse Practitioner Stacy 
Flowers has always wanted to work in 
healthcare. 

After graduating from Cleveland High 
School, Flowers earned her associ-
ate’s degree in nursing from Cleveland 
State Community College and began 
working full-time in the Intensive Care 
step-down unit, Emergency Room and 
eventually the Trauma ICU.

While taking care of her mother, 
Flowers moved into Hospice care and to 
the ER at Tennova Healthcare – Cleve-
land. She returned to school to complete 
her Master’s Degree in Nursing from 
Southern Adventist University. 

After receiving her MSN she became 
a family nurse practitioner and worked 
in multiple settings including pediat-
rics, geriatrics and men’s health before 
joining Direct Primary Care Associates, 
in Cleveland.

According to the person who nom-
inated Flowers for inclusion as a 20 
Under 40 honoree, she “exemplifi es the 
qualities of a servant leader and is joy to 

work with according to fellow employ-
ees.”

Flowers is actively involved with 
outreach programs at East Side Church 
of Christ, which include coat drives 
and school supply giveaways, as well 
as community health fairs. She is also 
involved with supporting local school 
athletics and is looking toward the 
future for even more opportunities to 
serve her community.

Flowers is a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land and lives in North Cleveland with 
her husband, Eric, and their daughters, 
Emery (15) and Eden (7). 

“To me, assisting my friends and 
neighbors in optimizing their health 
helps to promote wellness in their lives 
personally, in the health of their family 
units, and ultimately their ability to 
contribute to the success of our commu-
nity,” Flowers said. “A growing number 
of residents here in Cleveland have lim-
ited access to aff ordable healthcare, and 
I consider it a privilege to be able to help 
bring that resource to our community.”

20
40

under

People to Watch
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Congratulations to Bethany McCoy and all the 
20 Under 40 Honorees From Ranger Outdoors, LLC.

We want you to enjoy the outdoors

TN FLY CO™

Moving to South Alabama after gradu-
ating from Walker Valley High School in 
2005 helped Bethany McCoy realize just 
how wonderful the Bradley County area is.

“If I’m honest, when I moved to Mobile, 
Alabama, at 18, I never thought I would 
come back to live in Cleveland,” she relat-
ed. “Sometimes I think it takes moving 
away to realize how special a place is.

“Returning to Cleveland and working 
at Lee University has provided me the 
opportunity to be able to connect two of 
the places that have been so integral in my 
own personal and professional develop-
ment,” she said.

McCoy is Director of Community Rela-
tions and a part-time faculty member at 
her alma mater.

“Being able to not only see the town I 
grew up in grow and fl ourish, but having 
the opportunity to play a small part in 
working with other business leaders to 
secure the future of our community for the 
generations coming up behind us has been 
beautiful and beyond rewarding.” 

Although originally from McComb, 

Mississippi, McCoy’s family moved to 
Bradley County before she started school. 
She attended North Lee Elementary and 
Bradley Junior High before going on to 
Walker Valley.

After a brief time away, she returned to 
attend Lee, graduating in 2009 with a B.A. 
in Communications-Public Relations, as 
well as earning her MBA in 2018.

The 33-year-old is also involved locally 
in the vocal team and choir with the music 
ministry at First Baptist Church, is the 
Vice President of the Rotary Club of Cleve-
land and a board member of WillowBend 
Farms.

She is a former MainStreet Cleveland 
Secretary and board member, plus two-
time former Junior Achievement of the 
Ocoee Region Chairperson and current 
board member. She is also on the PIE Cen-
ter Marketing Committee, and member of 
the Education & Workforce Development 
Committee for the Chamber of Commerce. 

McCoy is also a member, and former 
board member, of the Public Relations 
Society of America-Lookout Chapter in 

Chattanooga.
“I have a passion for education and a de-

sire to see our younger generations receive 
every opportunity to learn and to fl ourish 
as future leaders in society,” said the 2017 
Outstanding Mentor Award winner.

McCoy has successfully run the Encore 
Program, B.E.S.T. Partnership, plus di-
rects the Community Showcase at Lee. 

“If you would have told me when I was 
13 years old that I would be a guest in the 
White House twice by the time I was 20 — 
I would have rolled my eyes,” she stated. “I 
want our students at Lee, and our stu-
dents in Cleveland and Bradley County, 
to understand that they are not bound by 
circumstances, to dream, and, as a believ-
er, to not be ashamed of their faith.

“I want them to feel empowered to be 
overcomers, to not settle for the status quo, 
to realize that ambition is not a bad word, 
and to move forward with purpose. A pur-
pose I believe Christ created them unique-
ly to fulfi ll. Call me crazy, but I believe our 
community has the ability to truly impact 
the world,” McCoy declared.

Bethany McCoy • Age 32
Director of Community Relations • Lee University
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Dr. Rutledge, your dedication to your employees doesn't go unnoticed. 
We are all grateful to work with you every day and appreciate the care 
and compassion you give to everyone you encounter. We can't wait to 

see what you accomplish in the future!

110 Dunhill Place NW, Ste A, Cleveland, TN 37311
(423) 476-2212

Congratulations 
Brittany Katz!

We are so proud of the 
impact you’ve made on 
the people and city of 

Cleveland!

Love from Mom, Dad, 
Alyssa, and Josh.

Brittany Katz • Age 30
Owner • Terra Running Company/Bear Brew Coff ee

Living and working in downtown 
Cleveland is a big part of what Brit-
tany Katz loves about “The City With 
Spirit.”

“I choose to live and work in Bradley 
County because I have had the plea-
sure of seeing the active community 
grow alongside my business,” she said. 
“There is a strong young business 
community here I am honored to be 
part of.” 

Katz is owner of Terra Running 
Company/Bear Brew Coff ee in down-
town Cleveland. She started Terra 
Running Company in Cleveland in 
2016, moving the business in down-
town Cleveland and later adding Bear 
Brew Coff ee.

“And she has managed to stay in 
business during the pandemic,” pro-
claimed the person who nominated 
Katz.

Katz serves on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Cleveland/Bradley 
Chamber of Commerce, as well as 
on the board for Girls on the Run of 

Southeast Tennessee. She is a member 
of MainStreet Cleveland and works 
with 20 local nonprofi t organizations 
to time fundraising races, as well as 
donates 200 pairs of shoes every year 
to The Caring Place. Katz is also di-
rector of the Cleveland Half Marathon 
and 5K and Cleveland’s Thanksgiving 
Day 5K.

“Brittany has so much energy and 
passion for Cleveland and especially 
downtown,” the nominator stated. 
“Her store was listed as one of the Top 
Running Stores in America in 2019.” 

In addition, Katz has brought many 
races to Cleveland and got Cleveland 
named an offi  cial Runner Friendly 
Community by the Road Runners Club 
of America in 2018.

For her eff orts, Katz received the 
MainStreet Award 2018 for the rehab 
of her building, and received a Tennes-
see Valley Federal Credit Union Small 
Business Grant in 2019.

“Even through the pandemic, Brit-
tany has persevered with a positive 

attitude and promoting Cleveland 
through the ‘I Believe in Cleveland’ 
T-shirts,” the nominator stated. “Brit-
tany is a great asset for Cleveland. She 
loves being a downtown resident and 
her dog, Rocky.”

 Katz is a member of the Rotary Club 
of Cleveland and the Running Indus-
try Association. 

“I have a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from Duquesne Univer-
sity (2010), a master’s in teaching 
from Emory University (2011), and an 
educational specialist’s degree (Ed.S) 
from Georgia State University (2015),” 
Katz said. “I teach two classes at Lee 
University: Intro to Distance Running 
and Marathon Training.

“For small businesses like Terra 
Running Company and Bear Brew 
Coff ee to grow and thrive, they need 
to be in communities which value and 
prioritize supporting small businesses, 
and I am so thankful that the people 
of Bradley County do just that,” Katz 
added.

Read all about local and national sports
The Cleveland Daily Banner

423-472-5041
clevelandbanner.com
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Dr. Ethan Rutledge • Age 35
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine • Blue Ridge Pulmonary Medicine

Dr. Ethan Rutledge grew up in 
Middle Tennessee, but chose to pursue 
his professional career here in Bradley 
County. 

Rutledge graduated from East Ten-
nessee State University with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in chemistry in 2007, 
and he was a graduate of Lincoln Me-
morial University’s DeBusk College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in 2011. 

“I went on to complete my internal 
medicine residency in Columbus, Ohio, 
at Doctors Hospital and also completed 
my pulmonary and critical care fellow-
ship in June 2017,” he said.

Rutledge is a doctor of osteopathic 
medicine at Blue Ridge Pulmonary 
Medicine, in Cleveland. He is a member 
of the Bradley County Medical Soci-
ety, American College of Osteopathic 
Internists and the American College of 
Chest Physicians.

Rutledge and his wife of 10 years, 
Kendra, have three children: Andrew 
(7) and twins Allie and Ava (3).

“We chose Cleveland because we 

really wanted to be back in Tennessee 
to be near our family as we both grew 
up over in McMinnville,” Rutledge said. 
“We love the small-town feel of Cleve-
land and the opportunity to become a 
part of the community and help those 
in need. 

“I was also honored to get the op-
portunity to become a partner at Blue 
Ridge Pulmonary Medicine and join a 
practice which has such a good reputa-
tion and has been established for over 
30 years in the community,” Rutledge 
added. “It is my ideal practice situation 
with a mixture of outpatient medicine 
where you really get to build relation-
ships with patients as well as inpatient 
pulmonary and critical care.”

Rutledge has been serving Cleveland 
since the summer of 2017, specializing 
in pulmonology and serving as a criti-
cal care physician at Tennova Health-
care – Cleveland.

Among his civic contributions is 
sponsoring community activities in-
cluding “Greenway Movies in the Park.”  

20
40

under

People to Watch
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Marshall Stinnett • Age 30
Vice President/Chief Financial Offi  cer • Cleveland Utilities
Numbers have always come easy for 

Marshall Stinnett.
The Old Fort native attended school 

at Polk County High School knowing 
he wanted to something in the business 
world. But, it wasn’t until he took his fi rst 
real accounting course at the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville — and an encoun-
ter with his professor at a party for the 
group that made all A’s — he decided ac-
counting could be a long-term progression.

“I got introduced to some people at some 
of the big fi rms and it kind of went from 
there,” he said.

Stinnett received his bachelors and mas-
ters of science in accounting from UT in 
2010 and his masters in 2012. He put his 
certifi ed public accountant skills to work 
with Ernst & Young, one of the top four 
accounting fi rms in the United States.

That job led to long hours and questions 
for Stinnett about his future as an accoun-
tant. 

“I knew I wanted to have a family and 
we wanted to have kids and kind of settle 
down,” he said.

After a 20-hour day Stinnett was in a 
late night conversation with his father 
— it led to an application with Cleveland 
Utilities as an accountant. After a bit of 
hesitation, he applied for the job and was 
hired by former CU President and CEO 
Ken Webb — himself the former CFO there 
— some four months after the application 
was put in.

“Ken was really looking for someone to 
replace him in his role. It just all worked 
out timing-wise. They were needing 
somebody to come in as sort of an accoun-
tant, but with the idea I would be able to 
progress quickly if everything went well,” 
Stinnett recalled.

And go well it did. After some three 
months with CU, Stinnett was named 
controller and was promoted to Vice Presi-
dent/Chief Financial Offi  cer a month later

Stinnett’s 2016 move to the CFO’s offi  ce 
made him the youngest CFO in the history 
of Cleveland Utilities. In his capacity of 
CFO,  he oversees and manages the more 
than $150 million annual budget. He also 
directed the CU pre-paid program and 

CU’s call center which is designed to aid 
customers at any hour of the day or night.

Stinnett serves as CU’s appointed 
member of the Cleveland/Bradley County 
Greenway.

“I think long term I’d love to end my 
career here at Cleveland Utilities. It is a 
fantastic place to work. We have some of 
the best employees in the entire county 
and we have some of the best leadership,” 
Stinnett said. “If the end of my career is 
to remain in this job forever I think I will 
be completely satisfi ed, I love what I get to 
do. Hopefully, in the future, the board will 
have other things they’d like for me to do.”

Stinnett is married to Erin, who serves 
as a physician’s assistant. They will 
celebrate fi ve years of marriage in Decem-
ber and are expecting their fi rst child in 
February. The family attends Crossroads 
Community Church.

“I’m super thankful to have the opportu-
nity to be here. I’m extremely humbled to 
even be nominated then to be selected (to 
appear in 20 Under 40). It is an amazing 
honor for me,” Stinnett said.
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Honoring Cleveland’s Next Generation of  Leaders

Congratulations!!!

To Kelly McIntosh Stokes
Chosen as a Member of the Initial Group of

“20 Under 40” Award Recipients

Through competitiveness in sports, excellence in educational 

accomplishments and a heart for service, Kelly has expected 

much from those around her and even more from herself.  

Kelly has made her family and friends proud 

as she has demonstrated what is called for in 

Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men that they 

may Glorify your Father in Heaven!

YOU ARE OUR HERO SERVING ON 
THE FRONTLINES OF HEALTHCARE!!!

YOU GIVE OF YOURSELF TO OTHERS EVERY DAY!!!

NOW IT’S TIME TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH WE 
APPRECIATE YOU!!!

THANK YOU FOR SERVING WITH EXCELLENCE AND 
CARE ALL THE PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITY!!!

WE ARE VERY PROUD OF YOU!!!

With Love, Michael and Debbie Stokes

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR AMAZING DR. KELLY 

MCINTOSH STOKES, DNP!!!

Dr. Kelly M. Stokes • Age 31
Doctor of Nursing Practice • Erlanger Hospital

Dr. Kelly M. Stokes has always been an 
overachiever.

As a Doctor of Nursing Practice, Stokes 
has achieved success in many ways in her 
chosen profession. She is an Emergency 
and Family Nurse Practitioner who is 
currently working on the frontlines of the 
current pandemic with both the Hospital-
ist Team and in Emergency Department at 
Erlanger Hospital.

She is a true advocate for education 
and continued learning. After graduating 
from Cleveland High School in 2007, she 
started her nursing education at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Knoxville, where 
she graduated at the top of her class with 
her bachelor’s degree in Nursing. She then 
married her high school sweetheart, Kyle, 
and they moved to Atlanta, where she 
worked in the intensive care setting before 
pursuing her master’s in nursing at Emory 
University. While there studying emergen-
cy and family medicine, she received the 
Emory School of Nursing Academic Lead-
ership Award, Whitehead Scholarship as 

well as the Dean’s Scholarship, graduating 
Summa Cum Laude. 

Stokes began her role as a provider at 
The Emory Brain Health Center in the 
fi elds of neurology and in partnership with 
the Wounded Warrior Project, treating 
post-9/11 veterans in the fi eld of psychia-
try.

Her doctorate degree was obtained 
from Duke University, where she was one 
of the youngest in her class and graduat-
ed Summa Cum Laude with a 3.9 GPA. 
There she would spend the next few years 
focusing her clinical research on the 
benefi ts of implementing routine mental 
health screenings for all patients in order 
to not only reduce the stigma surrounding 
mental health but to allow optimization of 
overall healthcare outcomes.

In addition to education, she advocates 
for continued personal and professional 
growth, driving herself in all areas where 
she can bring he unique skills to bear on 
both local and professional challenges. 

Stokes promotes patient growth with a 

caring and compassionate focus that has 
garnered top scores in patient satisfaction; 
she continues to promote the growth of 
all her partners in the healthcare fi eld by 
serving as the nurse practitioner represen-
tative on quality improvement initiatives 
within the Erlanger management and 
leadership teams. In addition, Stokes is a 
local representative within the Tennessee 
Board of Nursing. 

When away from her job, Stokes con-
tinues to demonstrate a similar focus in 
community involvement. Born and raised 
in Cleveland, she continues to invest in the 
town that invested in her as an advocate 
for youth: She is involved with Junior Aux-
iliary, previously winning the 2018 Chap-
ter Award for the most hours served, to-
taling just over 750; she is in her fi fth year 
as a mentor to local high school seniors 
preparing for college through TNAchieves; 
and she works closely alongside Kyle, who 
serves as Youth Minister at Broad Street 
United Methodist Church and on staff  at 
The Unity Center.
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Nicholas Townsend • Age 33
Director of Information Technology • TVFCU

Nicholas Townsend’s passion for tech-
nology and service to others has shaped his 
professional career.

As director of Information Technology 
at Tennessee Valley Federal Credit Union, 
Townsend said TVFCU, as well as himself, 
“take pride in the relationships that we are 
able to build and maintain.”

“The credit union movement is some-
thing that I have grown to know in my 
time with TVFCU, as its motto is purely 
about helping others (members helping 
members),” Townsend said. “This has also 
become a personal goal, to serve others as 
if we were helping ourselves.”

A Bradley County native, Townsend 
graduated from Bradley Central High 
School, Cleveland State Community Col-
lege and Lee University.

“I am currently earning my MBA with 
Lee, which has been an amazing and re-
warding experience so far,” he said. 

Townsend is also a graduate student at 
the SANS Technology Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C., pursuing a certifi cate in 
Cyber Defense Operations. He recently 

completed the Cleveland/Bradley Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Leadership Cleveland 
program, and recently began working 
with the Chamber on its Youth Leadership 
program.

“I think it is appropriate to mention a few 
special people who have helped me in so 
many ways: Leo, Mark, Bradley and Tim,” 
Townsend said. “We tend to hear about 
how people are thankful for their friends 
and families, but I want to reiterate that I 
am beyond blessed to have such a support-
ive network of family and friends. They 
have endured the long hours that have 
been given to the other programs and peo-
ple, as well as the time that I spend away 
from my home for work or education.”

Townsend said he has devoted a ma-
jority of his adult life trying to learn and 
understand how he can serve in a higher 
capacity. 

“This has led me to spend my spare time 
serving others,” he said. “I have spent the 
last six years with Upwards and the Cleve-
land Family YMCA as a basketball coach 
and volunteer for both organizations.

“Being able to work with these children 
is a positive part of someone’s life which 
can have a lifelong impact,” he added. 
“I grew up going to the YMCA and the 
Cleveland Boys and Girls Club, and the 
mentors that I met there growing up had 
this impact in my life. Nothing can replace 
this experience.”

Townsend credited the “amazing team of 
technology professionals” he works with, 
including Cleveland natives, Abu Swaff ord 
and Joe White. He also thanked Bill and 
Heath Wheeler, from whom he “learned 
a great deal of technology and business 
acumen.”

Townsend has been a member of the 
Cleveland Elks Lodge for more than 10 
years. He has also been a volunteer and 
supporter of the Civil Air Patrol, Cleve-
land Composite Squadron TN-173 since 
2012. Professionally, he is a member of 
ISC², which is an international, nonprofi t 
membership association for information 
security leaders.

Townsend and his wife, Krista, have two 
children, Jeremiah and Eva. 

Brittany Katz, Hunter 
McCord, Bethany McCoy 
and Aaron Weatherford
for their accomplishments and for 

being selected as 20 Under 40. 

The Rotary 
Club of 

Cleveland 
would like to 
congratulate 

Rotarians
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Aaron Weatherford • Age 35
Membership Director • Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of Commerce

Aaron Weatherford has served as the 
Membership Director at the Cleveland/
Bradley Chamber of Commerce since 
September of 2008. During that time, 
he has helped grow the Chamber’s 
membership base through develop-
ment of programs and services that 
enhance the return of investment in 
the Chamber’s Program of Work. 

Weatherford has served as the 
Chamber’s “host” for countless mem-
bership coff ees, ribbon cuttings and 
other events, providing a professional 
and welcoming presence to visitors and 
members alike.

As a very active member of the 
community, Weatherford is a member 
of the Cleveland Rotary Club serving 
as sergeant-at-arms, secretary and 
vice president. He held the position of 
Chamber President in 2018-19. Weath-
erford has held a position of leadership 
during his entire involvement with 
Rotary. He has been active in service 
projects, most notably the Dictionary 
Project which provides dictionaries to 

local elementary school children.
According to the person who nom-

inated Weatherford as a 20 Under 40 
honoree, he “exemplifi es the type of 
leader needed for the future to contin-
ue with the gains made by the Cham-
ber as a community and the contacts 
and personality to achieve future 
plans.”

Weatherford, while working full-
time and raising a family, earned his 
MBA from Lee University in 2015. 

In 2019, Weatherford and his wife, 
Sarah, were forced to leave their two 
youngest children, Ella (1) and Eli (3 
months) in the care of relatives as they 
were forced to travel to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, in Memphis, 
for treatment of their oldest child, 
Olivia, who was diagnosed with cancer. 

“Under tremendous pressure, Aaron 
held his family together and attempted 
to work part-time for the Chamber as 
needed,” the nominator stated, adding 
it was a tough situation for a 35-year-
old father and husband.

20
40

under

People to Watch
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Congratulations
to All

20 Under 40 Recipients
Thank You for

Your Hard Work

Congratulations
to All

20 Under 40 Recipients
Thank You for

Your Hard Work
from the

Cleveland Daily Banner
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The Cleveland Daily Banner
proudly presents our

20 Under 40, People to Watch.

Thank you for your dedication to our community 
newspaper and being amazing employees.
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